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ADVERTISEMENT 


READER. 


HE Goths and Vandals, 
and other Northern Ma- 
ions, who broke to Pieces 
ä the deſpotick Power of the 
SR Roman Emperors, who 
oppreſs d the reſt of Europe, and a 
great Part of Aſia and Africa, wers 
a wiſe and free People, govern d by 
excellent Laws, mix d with great Hu- 
manity and Juſtice, which they ge- 
nerouſly eſtabliſhed in all their con- 
guered Provinces, in the Place of Ty- 
ranny and abſolute Government; and 
therefore were lool d upon by the ſub-. 
A 23 „ 
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DO 
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ſubdued Inhabitants, not as Barba- 
rians, as they are repreſented by ſome 
Roman Scriblers, but as Saviours and 
Deliverens ſent from Heaven, to reſcue 


Mankind from Slavery. 


T heſe excellent Laws were preſerv d 
in Spain and France till the Vices and 
Factions of the Inhabitants, enabled 
their Princes to make their own Wills 
bear Sway, inſtead of the venerable 
Gothick Conſtitutions. This mild Go- 
vernment continued in Denmark in all 
its Integrity, till after the Concluſion 
F the Peace with the Crown of Swe- 
den, 1660. when the three States, 
Wobles, Clergy, and Commons, met 
at Copenhagen 70 confider of Ways 
and Means to raiſe Money to diſcharge 
the Debts contracted in the late Wars; 
but the Mobles inſiſting upon their 
Privileges, would not ſuffer themſelves 
zo be tax d, but would aſſiſt only by 
voluntary Contribution ; the Clergy 
| and 
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and Commons on the other Hand, in- 
fifted upon it, that the Mobles who pof- 
ſeſsd theLands, ſbould pay their Share 
of the Taxes This Manner of argu- 
ing the Lords could not bear, and one 
of them flood up and ſaid, that the Com- 
mons neither underſtood the Privileges 
of the Nobility, nor the true Condition 
of themſelves, who were no better than 
Slaves. This opprobrious Expreſſion did 
fo irritate the Clergy and Commons, 
that, after ſome Debate among them- 
ſelves, they concluded that they ſhould 
immediatly wait upon the King, and 
offer him and his Heirs for ever, their 
Votes and Aſſiſtance, to be abſolute 
Monarch of the Realm, which was 
done accordingly; for Mon ſieur Han- 
ſon Preſident of Copenhagen, march- 
ing at the Head of the Burghers, and 
Dr. Swan Biſhop of that City at the © 
Head of the Clergy, attended his Ma- 
feſty in the Hall of his Palace, and did 
offer him an unlimited deſpotick Go- 


 vernment, 
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vernment, which was accepted by the 
King very kindly. T he Mobles in the 
mean Time apprehenſive of no Dan- 
ger, were aſſembled in Parliament, 
and continued their Debates about the 
great Affairs of the Kingdom, when the 
/aid Hanſon acquainted them with the 
Reſolution of the Clergy and Commons, 
and that the King expected them in 
the Hall of his Palace to receive their 
Homage as to an abſolute or defpotick 
Monarch. It is eaſy to conceive in 
what Diſorder the Lords muſt be, at 
this Time, when altogether unprepar'd 
for ſuch a diſmal and unexpefted Stroke, 
no Man knowing whether his next 
. WVeighbour was not in the Plot againſt 
the publick Liberty of his Country ; 
therefore they thought beſt to comply, 
e/pecially when they underſtood that the 
Gates of the City were ſhut, ſo that 
none could make his Eſcape. T hus fell 
the Liberty of the ancient Daniſh Ma- 
tion a Sacrifice to the Revenge El a 

ar- 
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Party, rather than to the Ambition 
of Frederick the Third; a great Leſ- 
ſon to Clergymen and Laymen, to love 
their Country, and avoid Factions and 
Parties, which have been always de- 
Pruftive of the publick Liberty. 
'Twas upon this Occaſion, that this 
Royal Law or publick Inſtrument was 
compos'd by his Majeſty's Order, and 
publiſh'd in the Daniſh Language on- 
ly; and therefore T hope, the tranſlating 
it into Engliſh, needs no Apology, be- 
ing an authentick Piece, altogether 
neu to the Engliſh Reader, for it is 
not fo much as mentioned, in the Book 
called the State of Denmark; beſides 
tis a compleat Syſtem of abſolute Go- 
vernment, which can't but reflect Ho- 
nour and Glory upon the Britiſh Va. 
tion, who thro Succeſſion of many Aves, 
have maintain d in full Luſtre the o 
71g inal Northern Plan of Government, 
and when endanger d, got it confirm d 


by Magna Charta and ſubſequent Acts 
; f 
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of Parliament. A Form of Govern- 
ment never enough to be admir d, it 
clothes our Kings with excellent Ma- 
Joly, directing them how to rule over 
4 free People, and not over a Nation . 
. of Slaves; which is, I had almoſt ſaid, 
the ſole Prerogative of Britiſh Kings. 
Our Mobles have real Privileges, and 
not empty Titles; the Commons have 
all the Liberty imaginable without 
running the Riſque of turning it in- 
zo Licentiouſneſss And the Clergy 
are ſo much countenanced, that the 
Church as by Law efabliſt'd, is made 
à Part of the Conſtitution. | 
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Lex Regia. 


HE Sovereign Royal Law, con- 
dil ſticruted and enacted by the moſt 
Potent and Illuſtrious Prince 
| and Lord - Lord Frederick III. 

x by the Grace of God, King of 
Denmark, „Norway, of the Goth and V. . 5 
Duke of Schlefwig, Holſtein, Stormar and 
Dithmarſb, Count of Oldenburg and Delmen- 
borſt, ſabſcribed by his Majeſty on the 14th 
Day of November 1665, which the moſt 
Potent and Illuſtrious Prince and Lord Fre- 
derick IV. by the Grace of God, King of 
Denmark, Norway, of the Goths and Van- 
dals, &c. has graciouſly ordered to be print- 
ed and publiſhed on the 4th Day of * 
ber 1709. 


E Frederic IV. by the Grace of God, 
King of Denmark, Norway, &c. do 
make known to all Men, whom it may con- 
cern, that after we have ſeriouſly conſider'd, 
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HE Sovereign Royal Law, con- 
A ſtiruted and enacted by the moſt 
Potent and Illuſtrious Prince 
and Lord--- Lord Frederick III. 
| by the Grace of God, King of 
Deazuars, , Norway, of the Goths and Vandals, 
Duke of Schi efwis, Holſtein, Stormar and 
Dithmarſh, Count of Oldenburg and Delmen- 
horſt, ſubſcribed by his Majeſty on the 14th 
Day of November 1665, which the moſt 
Potent and Illuſtrious Prince and Lord Fre- 
derick IV. by the Grace of God, King of 
Denmark, Norway, of the Goths and Van- 
dals, &c. has graciouſly ordered to be print- 
ed and publiſhed on the 4th Day of Septem- 
ber 1709. 


E Frederick IV. by the Grace of God, 

King of Denmark, Norway, &c. do 

make known to all Men, whom it may con- 
cern, that after we have ſeriouſly conſider'd, 
B how 


„„ 
how Almighty God from the Beginning of 
the World, has permitted great and mani- 
fold Alterations in all Kingdoms and Princi- 
palities on Earth, by deſtroying one King- 
dom and raiſing up another, and by uniting 
many Kingdoms into one, or by dividing 
one Kingdom into many, and all this is done 
for the e a more regular Form of 
Government, as it feemeth good to his di- 
vine and unfearchable Wiſdom: 

Therefore We have the greateſt Reaſon 
imaginable, not only to admire and rejoice 
at this gracious Conduct of the divine Pro- 
vidence, but alſo to thank God for his Fa- 
therly Care and Protection of all Mankind. 

But amongſt many Examples which might 
be given of God's particular Providence, em- 
ploy'd in the Conſervation of Kings and Ci- 
vil Governments; we ſhall now content 
ourſelves to obſerve how our own hereditary 
Kingdoms, and more eſpecially that of Den- 
mark, has been protected wonderfully by 
wile Providence; inaſmuch as for two thou- 
ſand Years it has been governed by two 
Royal Families only, wherein Queens have 
reigned ſome few Times; otherwiſe the Go» 
vernment continued in the Male Line ſue- 
ceſſively, till our Anceſtors of the Houſe of 
Oldenburg, deſcended by a Daughter from the 
antient Family of Daniſh Kings, aſcended the 
Throne of Denmark and Norway, which, 
but a little Time before, were happily united 

| under 


Li3 3] 


under one King. And there is yet a greater 
Blefling which God, about two hundred 
Years ago, has gracibuſſy vouchſafed to theſe 
Kingdoms; when he beſtowed upon theſe 
Northern, as well as many other Nations of 
Europe, the ſaving Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
purify'd from the Chaff of human Tradi- 
tions; for which glorious Light, We and Our 
Poſterity ſhould rejoice with Thankſgiving. 
Neither can we deny God the Glory due to 
his Name for the Continuation of proſperous 
Succeſſes attending our Royal Family, not 
only by bleſſing our Arms, and defending us 
againſt our Enemies in the greateſt Dangers, 
but more eſpecially by inclining the Hearts 
of our faithful Subjects, to be ſo true and 
loyal to their Lord and King, that ſcarce 
any Subjects in all Chriſtendom can vie with 
them in point of Loyalty to their Sovereign; 
in which good Diſpoſition of Mind, We 
heartily wiſh they may ſtedfaſtly perſevere to 
the End of Time. 
The All-wiſe God had reſerv'd for the 
Inhabitants of theſe Kingdoms, the faireſt 
Opportunity of giving a Specimen of their 
Attachment and Loyalty to their Kings, till 
our Grandfather's Time, Frederick III. of 
Glorious and Bleſſed Memory; when all the 
World might fee with Admiration the chear- 
ful Readineſs with which they offer'd them- 
ſelves to ſerve their Country, and their Kin 
in particular, who had 10 valiantly ik 
B 2 great 
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great Prudence defended his faithſul Sub- 
jets; which was ſo well-pleaſing to Almigh- 
ty God, that he took both King and Sub- 
jects under his gracious Protection; ſo that 
his Majeſty did not only put a glorious End 
to a bloody War, but did likewiſe introduce 
a new Form of Government; advancing at 
once the Kingly Power to the higheſt De- 
gree of Sovereignty, as well as the Happi- 
neſs of the Subject. Which Revolution be- 
ing certainly from God, was perfected in a 
very ſhort Time: For no ſooner was the 
Peace concluded after the raiſing of the Siege 
of Copenhagen, but that the ſeveral States of 
the Kingdom did unanimouſly and willingly 
offer to the King our Grandfather, Frederick 
III. and ta the lawful Heirs of his Body, 
whether Male or Female, an arbitrary or 
abſolute Sovereignty over the Kingdoms of 
Denmark and Norway, and the Lands and 
Provinces thereto belonging. 

And this grand Reſolution was executed 


on the 16th: of OFober 1660. On which 


Day our Grandfather, of glorious Memory, 
was ſolemnly diſcharged by the Nobility of 
the Kingdom, from the Obligation of his 
Coronation Oath; and on the 18th, the Ec- 
clefiaſticks and Citizens did the ſame, by 
paying publick Homage to his Majeſty, in 
the Preſence of the Queen, and all the Roy- 
al Family, and offering him and his Heirs, 
of both Sexes, an unlimited or deſporick 
Power, 


TH 


Power, which Homage they confirm'd with 
a ſolemn Oath. 

On the 17th of November following, the 
three States of the Kingdom were made ac- 
quainted by a publick Inſtrument, that the 
King was for ever diſcharged from his Co- 
ronation Oath ; and that the original Inſtru- 
ment ſign d by his Majeſty upon that Occa- 
ſion, or any Counterpart thereof, ſhould be 
declar'd Nul, and of none Effect. 

And to give a finiſhing Stroke to this 
great Work, the Year following, there was 
an Inſtrument prepared, called an Act of 
Hereditary Right, or Abſolute Power, which 
was ſign'd and ſeal'd by the principal Inha- 
bitants of the Kingdom, whether Citizens, 
Lords, or Eccleſiaſticks, v2. 'twas ſigned in 
Denmark the 1oth of January, 1661; in 
Norway the 7th of Auguſt, of the ſame_ 
Year; in and the 28th of July, 1662; 
and in the 1fland Ferro on the 14th of Au- 
guſt, of the ſaid Year. In which Inſtru- 
ment they did not only for themſelves and 
Poſterity confirm all that had been tranſacted 
by their Fellow - Subjects, with Relation to 
the Hereditary Succeſſion; but did offer to 
his Majeſty, and to his Heirs for ever, an 
Abſolute Power and Authority, to introduce 
what Form of Government He in His great 
Wiſdom ſhould judge proper; and likewiſe 
to regulate the Succeſſion in his Royal Fa- 
mily according to His own Royal Diſcretion. 

Which 


E 

Which Inſtrument, and other Documents 
thereto belonging, are ſafely conſerved in 
our Archives, tho' at the ſame Time We 
are very well perſuaded, that they are ſo 
deeply engraved on the Hearts of our lov- 
ing Subjects, that they will never forget the 
Loyalty they owe to us, and to our Royal 
Hereditary Family, | 

After . Almighty God had conducted this 
great Work to this Degree of Perfection, 
our Grandfather, of Glorious Memory, did 
not only take Care to enact wholeſome Laws 
ſuitable to the Nature of Abſolute Govern- 
ment, and to the Genius of the Inhabitants 
of theſe Kingdoms; but did likewiſe pre- 
ſcribe a Royal Law to his own Heirs and 
Succeſſors in the Government (for the pre- 
venting of all irregular Proceedings) wherein 
they may ſee the unchangeable Order to be 
obſerved in the Succeſſion to the End of 
the World. As touching this Royal Law, 
its a well-digeſted Piece, and a Work of 
many Years, begun by our Grandfather, of _ 
Glorious Memory, but finiſh'd in the Reign 
of our Father King Chriſtian V. of Bleſſed 
Memory; who, in the Year 1683, did pub- 
liſh the Royal Law of Denmark, and in the 
Year 1687, did add thereto the Law of Nor- 
way; both which Laws were very beneficial 
to the Inhabitants: But as for the Royal Law 
introduced by King Frederick III. of Glo- 
rious Memory, and given out by him on 


the 


— 
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the 14th of November, 1665; wiz. four 
Years before his Death; it is to be look'd 
upon, and obſerv'd by all Degrees and Or- 
ders of Men, as an unchangeable, perfect, 
and fundamental Law of this Land. 

And it is this Royal Law, that We have 
zudg'd proper to be printed Word for Word 
with great Exactneſs, as it is in the Origi- 
nal, leaſt at any Time. the original Docu- 
ments might unhappily periſh, by any un- 
foreſeen Accident, and conſequently no true 
Copy to be found; and likewiſe that many 
Princes and illuſtrious Perſons, as well as the 
Inhabitants of this Land, may have a perfect 
Knowledge of this Royal Law. Dated at 
Our Caſtle of Roſenburg, the 4th of Septem- 


ber, in the Year 1709. under Our Royal 
Hand and Seal. | 8 


Frederick R. 


E Frederick III. by the Grace of God, 
| King of Denmark, Norway, of the 


 Goths and Vandals, &c. make it known to 


all Men, whom it may concern, that after 
God in his infinite Wiſdom had deliver'd 
our Royal Houſe and Kingdoms from im- 
minent Danger and Ruin threatned by a 
bloody War, by reſtoring Peace and Tran- 
quillity to this Land; he did at the ſame 


Time graciouſly incline the Hearts of our 


Coun- 
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Council, with the unanimous Concurrence 
of the ſeveral States of the Kingdom, to 
part with all their own Rights and Privi- 
ledges, and to diſcharge us from our Co- 
ronation Oath; making all Bonds and 
Deeds ſigned by us for preſerving the Liber- 
ties of the People, to be Nul, Void, and of 
none Effect. Declaring Us and the Heirs of 
Our Body, whether Male or Female, begot 
in lawful Marriage, as long as any of them 
are ſurviving, to have, according to their 
Seniority, an Abſolute Deſpotical Right to 
theſe our Kingdoms of Denmark and Nor- 
way, with all the Badges of Sovereign Pow- . 
er, and Jura Majeſiatis. And theſe our lov- 
ing Subjects did not by any Conſtraint or 
Force, but freely after mature Conſideration, 
devolve upon Us the ſaid Abſolute Sovereign- 
ty, impowering Us to make Nul and Void 
all Laws and Ordinances grounded upon our 
Coronation Oath, and particularly that re- 
lating to our dear Son, Prince Chriſtian; dat- 
ed the 18th of June, 1650; and another 
Act, entitled, A Proviſional Diſpoſition; dated 
the gth of June, 1651. Or any other Law 
or Decree whatſoever, which may by any 
Way attaint or weaken our Abſolute Heredi- 
rary Power, and enabling Us at the ſame 
Time to regulate the Succeſſion both in the 
Male and Female Line; and to preſcribe Di- 
rections for the Guardians of the Kings our 
Succeſſors during their Minority. And there- 

| fore 
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fore it is our good Will and Pleaſure to give 
out a Royal Law, which our Subjects and 
their Poſterity muſt obſerve and ſwear to, 
as to the fundamental Law of this Realm, 
fo chat neither We or Our lawful Heirs, or 
any of their Deſcendants can either privately 
or publickly contravene or diſobey ; but on 
the contrary they are to bind themſelves 
with an Oath to oppoſe all ſuch that ſpeak 
or act againſt this Royal Law, whether they 
be Natives or Foreigners: And are not to 
fuffer themſelves to be influenced either wich 
Fear or Love, with the Hope of Gain, or 
with the Apprehenſion of Damage, ſo as to 
ſpeak or alt any Thing, which may dimi- 
niſh our Deſpotick Power, by turning away 
from Us the Hearts of our loving Subjects : 
Wherefore We having in View the fucure 
_ Happineſs of our People, do conſtitute and 

appoint this Royal Law to be obſerv'd by all 

our Sucoeſſors, and by all rhe Inhabitants 
of theſe Kingdoms, from the Higheſt to the 
Loweſt of them, as an unchangeable, per- 
fect, and fundamental Law of this Land to 
the End of Time. | 

I. Seeing that all Things derive their Be- 
ginning from God, We will therefore in the 
firſt Place, in this Royal Lat» recommend 
very particularly to our Children, and to 
their Children's Children, whether af; the 
Male or Female Line, to a thouſand Gene- 
rations, the Worſhip of the true God, as 


TC- 
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reveal'd in the Holy Scriptures, and as ſet 
forth in the Confeſſion of Ausburg, and that 
all the Inhabitants of this Land be protected 
in this Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, 
againſt all Sectaries, Hereticks, and Revilers 
'of the Chriſtian Religion. 

2. The King of Denmark and Norway 
ſhall hereafter be eſteem'd by all his Subjects, 
as independent upon Earth, acknowledging 
no higher Power than God only. 
3. The Kings of Denmark ſhall have the 
higheſt Authority to make, alter and repeal _ 
Laws, or diſpenſe with them, as he ſhall | 
think proper. | 
4. All Employments and Offices, of what 
Nature and Denomination ſoever, ſhall be ap- 
pointed by the King's Abſolute Authority. 
he The Kings ſhall have Power of mak- 
ing Peace and War, forming Alliances, | 
and laying Taxes upon the Inhabitants, be- 
cauſe it is well known that a Kingdom's 
Peace cannot be maintain'd without an Ar- 
my, and an Army cannot ſubſiſt without a 
Treaſure. 

6. The King ſhall have an abſolute Au- : 
thority in the Affairs of the Church, and 
all religious Aſſemblies; in a Word, he ſhall 
enjoy all the Rights and Prerogatives, which 
an Hereditary, Abſolute or Deſpotick KING 
.can enjoy. | 
7. All Ordinances and Rights relating to 
the Government, ſhall be iſſued out in the 


King's 


Em 

King's Name only, who if of full Age, is to 
ſign them with His own Hand. 

8. As ſoon as the King has entered upon 
his 14th Vear, he ſhall declare himſelf to be 
of full Age, and to be no longer under Tu- 
tors and Guardians. Hee 

9. The Guardianſhip of a Minor King 


ſhall be regulated by the laſt Will of his 


Predeceſſor; but in caſe the deceas'd King 
made no ſuch Provifion in his Teſtament, 

then the Queen, his Widow, if ſurviving, 
ſhall be Regent to the young King her Son, 
taking to her Aſſiſtance ſeven of the King's 

chief Counſellors, who ſhall manage the Go- 

vernment amongſt them, deciding all Con- 
troverſies by Majority of Votes, wherein the 
Queen is to have Two, and each of the o- 
ther ſeven Counſellors, One; all Diſpatches 
and Ordinances are to be iſſued out in the 
King's Name, and to be ſigned by the Queen 

and the ſaid ſeven Counſellors. Se: 
10. If the Queen Mother be dead, or mar- 
ried again, then ſhall the next Prince of the 
Blood, if in his 18th Year, and can always 

abide in the Kingdom, be Regent, and have 

two Votes, as aforeſaid. 

11. But if the Prince of the Blood is not 

in his 18th Vear, then the ſaid ſeven chief 

Officers of the King ſhall manage the Re- 

gency, whereof every one of them is to have 

à Vote and equal Authority. | | 
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12, If one of the ſaid ſeven chief Officers 
dies, or by any other Accident is rendes'd; 
uncapable for that high Employment, then 
— ſhall be immediately elected, and 
take his Place in che Regency. 

13. The ſaid Regents or Guardians ſhall 
not only pramiſe Fidelity to the King, but 
ſhall like wiſe ſwear that they will exert their 
utmoſt Diligence to preſerve the Abſolute and 
Deſpotick Power in its full Force and Vir- 
tue, during the Time of their Regency, as 
| they ſhall anſwer to God and the King, that 
it may be tranſmitted to Poſterity. 

14. As foon as the feyen Regents have 
taken their Oath of Fidelity to his Majeſty, 
they ſhall immediately make an exact Inven- - 
tory of all the Provinces, Cities, Fortreſſes, 
Jewels, Money, and of waclike Stores, both 
by Sea and Land, as well as of the King's 
Expences and Incomes, that it may thereby 
appear in what State and Condition the 
Kingdom is at that Time; and that the Re- 
gency may be by this Means enabled to give 
a good Account of their Adyyn/tration to 
his Majeſty as ſoon as He ſhall be of Age, 
or elſe be puniſhed for abuſing the Truſt re- 
poſed in them. 1 50a Fg 

. 15. This Kingdom of Denmark hence» + 
forth ſhall never be reputed to want a King, 
for in that very Moment that a King dies, 
the next Prince of the Blood is actually, 
without any farther Ceremony, an Heredi- 


taty Deſpotick or Abſolute King. 16. Be- 
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16. Recauſe, fince the ſeveral States of the 
_ Kingdom have inveſted us and our De- 
ſcendants for ever, with an Abſolute and Un- 
limited Sovereignty, all Forms and Ceremo- 
nies are Uſeleſs and Prepoſterous, becauſe 
for the future Our next Heirs will be born 
KINGS, and not elected. Nevertheleſs, 
that all the World may fee that the Kings 
of Denmark and Norway do reckan it their 
greateſt Glory and Power to humble them- 

ſelves before the Almighty God, and. ta be. 
bleſſed of Him, by the Hands of the faith» 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt; We therefore Will 
and Order that the Kings of Denmark be 
. anointed ſolemnly in the Church with de- 
cent Ceremonies. © 14 
17. The King ſhall make no Oath of any 
Kind, whether by Word or Writing to. his 
Subjects, becauſe neither Covenants nor Oaths 
can bind an Hereditary Abſolute Sovereign, 

18. A King of Denmar may order him- 
| ſelf to be anointed when he thinks proper, 
even during his Minority, the better to de- 
rive upon his Perſon and Subjects the Bleſ- 
ſing of Almighty God, and as for the cere- 
monial Part, He may regulate it according 

to the Circumſtances of Time and Place. 
19. And ſeeing daily ience teacheth 
Us, that the more Powerful any Potentate 
or Monarch in united Provinces is, the more 
ſecure he and his Subjects will be againſt fo- 
reign Invaſions : Therefore We will and _ 
mand, 
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mand, that theſe our Kingdoms of Denmark 
and Norway, with all the Provinces, Iſlands, 
Lordſhips, Fortreſſes, Jewels, ready Money, 
and all other Goods, and warlike Stores, both 
by Sea and Land, which we now poſſeſs, or 
which our Succeſſors 15 any lawful Title 
hereafter may acquire, do all remain undi- 
vided in the Poſſeſſion of one Abſolute He- 
reditary King of Denmark and Norway. 

20. And it is our Will and Pleaſure that 
the other Children do content themſelves 
with the Hope of Reigning when it comes to 
their Turn, and with honourable Main- 
tenance, either in Money or Lands, the In- 
comes whereof they ſhall enjoy for their 
Lives, but the Property of it remaining {till 
in the King; and the Proviſion which fhall 
be made for the Queen Dowager, ſhall be 
on the fame Foot. 

21. That no Prince of the Blood do pre- 
ſume to marry, to go out of the Kingdom, 
or to engage himſelf in the Service of a 
foreign Prince, without aſking Leave of the 
KING. L 

22. The King's Daughters and Siſters ſhall 
have a Maintenance ſuitable to their Quali- 
ty, till they are married with the King's 
Conſent and Approbation, and then are to 
have fuch Dowry, as the King, in his Wiſ- 
dom, ſhall think fitting; they at the ſame 
Time declaring in Writing under their 
| Hands, that they will expect no more from 


E his 
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his Majeſty either for themſelves, or for their 
Children; but content themſelves with the 
Hope of ſucceeding in the Government, 
when it comes to be their Turn. 
223. If it ſo falls out at the King's Death, 
that the next Heir to the Crown, ſhall hap- 
pen to be then out of the Kingdom, He 
ſhall immediately return to his Kingdom of 
Denmark, to abide and to keep his Court 
there, and immediately take the Reins of 
Government in his own Hand: But in caſe he 
does not repair to his own Kingdom within 
the Space of three Months, reckoning from 
the Time that he has been appriſed of the 
Death of his Predeceſſor, unleſs in caſe of 
Sickneſs, or ſome other lawful Impediment; 
then the next apparent Heir to the Crown, 
ſhall. be declared SZateholder or Vice-Gerent, 
till his' Majeſty's happy Arrival into his He- 
reditary Dominions, in Purſuance of the Te- 
nour of the Royal Law, in the Caſe of Mi- 
nority and e airy, already mentioned. 
24. The Princes and Princeſſes in the Point 
of Precedence ſhall take their Place imme- 
diately next to the King and Queen, and a- 
mongſt themſelves according to the Proxi- 
mity of their Line, to the Hereditary Suc- 
ceſſion in the Government. 
223. They ſhall never ſwear before any 
Judge, but before the King only, or by one 
immediately delegated by his Majeſty. 


26. What 
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26. What may be farcher ſaid; - for the 
better Explication of the RπNil Lau, is brief. 
ly comprehended in theſe: Words; that che 
Hereditary Num, of Denmark and Norway, 
may and do enjoy an Uncircumſer ibed and Un- 
limited Power and Authority, in che ſtrong- 
eſt Senſe that any other Chriſtian Hereditary 
and Deſpotick King can be ſaid to enjoy che 
fame; all which is EPkewiſe to be underſtood 
of the Hereditary Queens of Denmark and 
Norway, when the Succeſſion falls into the 
Female Line; and ſeeing We ate taught by 
daily and woeful Experience, chat the Au- 
choriy and Power of Kings are ofeentimes 
| undermined by cir own Miniſters; in whom 

they repoſe the grexteſt Truſt, and whom 
they moſt load wich particular and daily 
Favours: "Therefore We command that our 

Sncceflors, the Hereditary Kings of Denmark 
and Norway, be very jealous in this Point, 
and with attentive Herd examine the Pro- 
ceedings of their Minifters, wich relation ro 
our Abſolute Soverergnty, that ſo it may be 
rramſmitted without Spot or Blemiſh in its 
full Glory and Vigour to Our lateſt Succeſ- 
ſors: And for the farther ſtrengthning of the 
fame, We Will and Command that whoſo- 
ever preſumes to ſpeak or act any Thing 
which may be prejudicial to our Abſolute 
Power and Authority, be proceeded againſt 
as a Traytor to our Crown and Dignity, and 
be ſeverely puniſh'd as uſually in Caſe of 
High Treaſon. 27. Hav- 
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27. Having already ordered, that the 

Kingdoms of Denmark and Norway, and 
the Provinces thereto belonging, remain for 
Ever undivided: 
We ſhall now proceed for the preventing 
of Diſcord hereafter in Our Royal Family, 
to regulate the Succeſſion as particularly as 
can be. Therefore it is our Will and 
Pleaſure, that as long as any of our Male 
Heirs, born in lawful Marriage are living, 
that neither a Woman deſcended from the 
Male, nor Man nor Woman deſcended from 
the Female, ſhall be called to the Succeſſion. 
Nor any Prince or Princeſs by the Mother's 
Side, have any Right or Title to the ſame, 
as long as any Prince or Princeſs by the Fa- 
ther's Side are to be found, ſo that a Prin- 
ceſs of the Maſculine, ſhall be preferred to 
a. Prince deſcended of the Female Line. 

28. When the Succeſſion falls to a Prin- 
ceſs of the Blood, She ſhall have the Prefe- 
rence, who is deſcended from an Elder, ra- 
ther than any other, and ſo on, as long as 
any of the Maſculine Line doth ſurvive; but 
when the Male Line is quite extinct, the 
Princes and Princeſſes of the Female Line, 
ſhall : take their Turn, and the ſame Order 
be obſerved in the Succeſſion, that is to 
ſay, the Male is to go before the Female, 


and the Elder is always to take Place of the 
1 
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29. But to ſet this Matter in a clear Light 
by an Example, and to take away all Han- 
dle of Contention from our own Children, 
when it ſhall pleaſe God to remove us from 
this Earthly,, to a Heavenly Kingdom; 
Prince Chriſtian our firſt-born Son ſhall en- 
joy and poſſeſs the Hereditary Abſolute Go- 
vernment of Denmarb and Norway, and of 
all the Provinces: and Lordſhips thereun- 
to belonging, and as long as any of his 
Male Deſcendants are to be found (tho' he 
himſelf be dead before us): yet neither Prince 
G. nor any of his Family, nor his Siſter, 
nor her Family, ſhall have any Right or 
Claim to the Crown of our Hereditary 
Kingdoms. 

30. But When the Line of the Family of 
Prince Chriſtian is quite Extinct, then the 
Male Line of our Son Prince George ſhall 
poſſeſs the Abſolute Government of theſe 
Kingdoms; obſerving the aforeſaid Regula- 
tion, viz. The. Male to go before the Fe- 
male, and the Elder to go before the 
Younger, tho' he was born before his Fa- 
ther came to the Crown: And if it pleaſes 
Almighty God graciouſly to bleſs us with 
more Children, the ſame Method of Pro- 
ceeding is to be obſerved like wiſe with Re- 
lation to them. 

31. But upon 60 (which God 
forbid) that the Male Line ſhould fail, then 


che Succeſſion ſhall fall into the Share of the 
| laſt 
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laſt King's Son's Daughter, and to her Heirs, 


if ſhe hath any, but in caſe ſhe hath none, 


bo 


then the King's eldeſt Daughter and her 


Deſcendants, and then the Second and her 


Deſcendants, one after another, Line after 


Line, the Male always to be preferred be- 


fore the Female, and the Elder before the 
Vounger. 


32. But if the laſt King leaves neither 
Son nor Daughter behind him, then the 


next Princeſs of the Blood ſhall ſucceed in 


the Government. 


33. Next to this ſhall a Princeſs who is 


neareſt relating to the King in the Male 
Line aſcend the Throne, and her Deſcen- 


dants as aforeſaid. 

34. But if our Son's Families are become 
quite Extinct, then the Princeſs Anne Sopbia, 
and her Heirs to a thauſand Generations 


ſhall ſway the Scepter of theſe Kingdoms. 


5. The Daughter of an elder Daughter, 


ſhall be preferred to a Son of a younger 


Daughter, that the Genealogical Order may 
not be diſturbed, but that the Second ſuc- 


ceed the Firſt, the Third the Second, the 


Fourth the T hird. and ſo on. 
36. But if the Suceeſſion falls to the Share 


of a Daugghter's Son, and that he is bleſſed 
with Male Heirs, then the ſame Order is 


to be obſerved with regard to his Deſcen- 
dants, as has already been preſcribed to our 
Maſculine Line. 


D 2 37. The 
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37. The Queen's Huſband ſhall have no 
Authority in theſe Kingdoms, however pow- 
erful a Prince he may be in his own Coun- 
try ; bur ſhall give the Precedence to her in 
all Things, and obey her, as the Hereditary 
Sovereign Queen of Denmark and Norway. 

38. Amongſt our Sons and Daughters 
who have Right to ſucceed in the Govern- 
ment; Poſthumous Children, born after their 
Father's Death are juſtly accounted ſuch, 
and ſhall in their Turn, as well as the 

others, ſucceed in the Government. | 

39. And for the better preventing the 
Collateral Lines from being diſturbed, and 
confounded for the Time to come; We 
Will and Command, when at any Time for 
the future, a Son or Daughter is born in 
any of the Branches of the Royal Family, 
that the Parents (if they expect their Chil- 
dren ſhould have any Right to the Crown) 
do tranſmit the Names of that Prince or 
Princeſs, and the Day of their Birth to the 
King, that they may be duly regiſtered ; and 
that they on the other Hand, do defire His 
Majeſty ro grant them an Inſtrument, ac- 
knowledging that He had been made ac- 
quainted with the Birth of the faid Prince 
or Princeſs; a Counterpart whereof ſhall be 
carefully kept in our Archives, that by this 
Means the Genealogy of our Royal * 
may be kept clear and undiſturbed. 


40. All 
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40. All that has been ſpoken hitherto of 
Sons and Daughters, is to be underſtood of 
thoſe begot in lawful Marriage. 

Thus have We, according to the beſt 
Direction of Human Prudence, made Provi- 
ſion for the future Peace and Proſperity of 
our dear and loving Subjects; but the beſt- 

concerted Schemes of Human Policy are ſtill 
in the Hands of Almighty God; into whole 
gracious Protection and fatherly Providence, 
We moſt humbly recommend our Kingdoms 
and all our Loyal Subjects, to the End of 
the World. 

Dated at our Court in Copenhagen, the 
Fourteenth of November, and Signed 


FREDERICK. 


FINIS. 


